MCEC 2018 Internships
Mother & Child Education Center  (a 501©3 organization)
1515 NE 41st, Portland, OR 97232 (Located close to the Hollywood Transit Center)
www.momchildpdx.org Phone: 503-248-5801
Internship inquiries to Executive Director Maura White, mauraw@momchildpdx.org

Organization Overview
Founded in 1971, Mother & Child Education Center (MCEC) offers hope, support, resources, education and guidance to women who are pregnant and parenting to help build a community of competent, confident mothers (and fathers). Our clients are primarily families who are low-income or who are experiencing a family crisis such as teenage pregnancy, homelessness, a history of addiction or unemployment. Furthermore, since 2014, we have seen an increase in the number of clients who are immigrants, or are fleeing domestic violence. Many of our clients are currently living in shelters or have other unstable living conditions.  We serve a very diverse population, and see more than 2,400 women and families per year.  Expectant mothers and parents come in all ages, ranging from 14-48, but the average age of the children we serve are newborn through six years old. MCEC has a small paid staff, and relies on community volunteers, nursing students, and college interns to provide programs Monday-Thursday, 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-3pm and Saturday 10am-1pm. Classes are usually offered Monday evenings and Saturdays.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Interns from all majors are welcome, but usually come from community and public health, social work, nursing, interdisciplinary studies, communications, and education. Sample Internships (we are also open to creating a unique experience not on this list):
Client Connections/Support - Interns will learn all aspects of client care (direct service) from a community health perspective. Daily activity includes learning what the needs are of expectant mothers and parents with young children and helping provide services, resources and programs to meet those needs. Sample skill outcomes: case management, notating in confidential client files, navigating through other agency systems in support of clients, field terminology, trauma awareness, working with diverse populations, and more.
Community Resource Connector - In addition to learning and implementing client care, intern will review existing resource binder, contact all resources to update information, and search for additional resources that can benefit expectant women and families.  Will support monthly Client Care Days be bringing new resources in to table at the event. Also, may represent MCEC at community fairs with programs like Women Infant and Children (WIC) and Department of Human Services (DHS).
Behind the Scenes – Donations/Admin Support - Keep MCEC running smoothly by processing donations, bundling together supplementary packs of diapers and outfits, and other behind-the-scene tasks. Learn what it takes to manage and fund a community-based nonprofit organization. Can specialize in an area of choice such as grant writing, public relations/marketing, database management or client file and case management support. 
Creating Healthy Habits – Community Garden Leader - In Spring 2018, MCEC will partner with a local resident to plant and manage a community garden plot in Northeast Portland to raise produce for clients. Lead intern will be responsible for creating and implementing a plan to plant, maintain and harvest crops and be hands on weekly at the garden.
Event Specialist - Love planning, graphic design, decor, social media, videography, or connecting with local businesses? Join our team of Event Specialists in planning MCEC's Silent Auction, 5k Run/Walk, Pop-Up Dinner, Holiday Cheer & Cheese, & More! 
