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Title: Research Health Science Specialist (GS-9 / GS-11) 
Expected starting salary: $53,738 (GS-9) / $65,017 (GS-11) + Benefits
FTE: 1.0
 
Position Summary
We are looking for a motivated and independent Project Manager or Research Team Manager for a full-time position to assist a Principle Investigator (PI) in the VA Center to Improve Veteran Involvement in Care (CIVIC) with multiple research projects intended to advance the prevention and treatment of common and important mental health issues and conditions that affect Veterans. Specific projects topics are related to suicide prevention, social isolation/loneliness, social media use, mental health outreach and help-seeking, and reducing healthcare appointment no-shows. These research projects employ a health services research framework and typically include mixed methods data analysis. The idea candidate will be skilled in both project management and some aspect of data analysis relevant to human subjects or health services research. Candidates experienced with either quantitative or qualitative data analysis, as well as manuscript-writing, are preferred.

Responsibilities
The primary responsibility is to maintain day-to-day oversight and organization of a portfolio of studies, which may include:
· Supervising research assistants
· Developing study standard operating procedures and ensuring study activities are being conducted with fidelity to research protocols
· Overseeing recruitment of study subjects
· Conduct preliminary data analyses 
· Contributing to the writing and preparation of scholarly manuscripts for scientific journals and presentations of study findings at professional meetings.
· Maintaining Institutional Review Board and other regulatory compliance
· Budget management
· Grant submission

Experience
Minimum Requirements: 
· Master’s degree in a relevant field (e.g., M.P.H., M.P.P., M.S.)
· Experience working in human subjects or health services research
· Experience developing budget and personnel forecasts within a research setting
· Experience working on multiple prior research studies as a research associate or similar position
· Ability to multitask and prioritize projects
· Rigorous attention to detail and record keeping
· Demonstrated experience writing reports that summarize projects and effectively present findings 
· Demonstrated ability to work collaboratively with subject-matter specialists and stakeholders in a variety of fields
· Resourcefulness and professional judgment
· Strong conceptual and analytic skills, oral and written communication skills, and ability to work independently

Preferred:
· Knowledge of VA policies, procedures, and guidelines that govern projects, including those specific to research-based projects (e.g., IRB)
· Experience conducting quantitative data analysis using statistical software (e.g., Stata), or experience conducting qualitative interviews or analyzing qualitative data
· Experience using data management programs/software such as REDCap
· Social media marketing and/or website maintenance skills

Candidates must be US citizens. Interested candidates should send a cover letter and a resume/CV to Heather Marsh, MA, by email at Heather.Marsh1@va.gov with the subject line ‘Research Health Science Specialist.


