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Maternal health outcomes are currently a top public health priority. Maternal 
health is influenced by a variety of factors including individual, cultural, ins tu-

onal, systems, and policy factors. Given that maternal health services are 
needed and u lized by a significant propor on of the popula on in every soci-
ety, maternal health outcomes are important indicators of the ability of any 
health system to effec vely meet society’s health needs.  

Despite high levels of u liza on of costly pregnancy and birth services in the 
US, maternal outcomes in the US have con nued to lag those of other indus-
trialized countries. In contrast, a significant propor on of pregnancies and 
births around the globe occur in se ngs with fragile health systems, and high maternal mortality re-
mains a major issue for many na ons in the developing world. It is clear that access to pregnancy and 
birth-related health care services does not automa cally translate to high-quality care or op mal ma-
ternal outcomes. Together, this highlights the complex nature of maternal health at a popula on level 
and the strong influence of health system and non-health system factors on popula on heath.  

This presenta on will focus on maternity care and maternal outcomes in Oregon and how various facili-
ty-, state-, and federal-level policies over the past decade have impacted quality of care, maternal out-
comes, and dispari es. The presenta on will also highlight a health systems approach to characterizing 
and tackling the challenge of maternal mortality, using the health system and maternity care services in 

Nigeria as a case study. Implica ons for future health services, systems and policy research will be dis-
cussed.  
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